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h ave been w o r k i n g w i t h on this particular issue. And so
while we will discuss 1016 in its present level today or in
its present form, I would like the body to note t hat t h e
compromises that are ...the c ompromise that i s being
discussed at this point is going to be s ignificantly
different than what the bill is at this particular point.
This is certainly a major policy change or shift in the
direction of both the Department of Agriculture and the
Department of Economic Development and I think that because
of that shift or that policy decision or change the Governor
and his Director, Rod Bates of the Department of Economic
Development, have indicated grave c oncerns ov er t h i s
decision. We have been working with them t hrough th e p a s t
two or three weeks to come up with something t hat woul d b e
acceptable and, as I said, I believe we are very close to
reaching a compromise. However, I wou l d l ike t o adv a n ce
LB 1016 so that I can use this as a veh i c l e t o i mp l e ment
that compromise. With that aside, I would like to reference
to the committee amendments by saying that we had a bill
introduced by Senator Sieck that dealt with organic growers
and also developing some standards fo r o rg a n ic g rowe rs a n d
we took that bill and its contents, or most of its contents,
and amended that bill, L B 986, i nt o LB 10 1 6 because i t
worked in with the policy that we ar e d i scus s i n g and
alternative crops and, o f cou r s e, or g an i c g r ow e r s or
producers ar e a cer t ai n p ar t of that alternative cropping
ideas. So that bill has been amended into this as a
committee amendment. We also struck some language that
dealt with providing some goals or mis sion f or t h e
department in regards to the existence of owner operated
midsized a g un i t s . I t was rather ambiguous language and
certainly perpetrated some thoughts of I ni t i at i ve 3 0 0 t h a t
maybe we did not wish to tie into this issue so t h e
committee struck that language. A nd we a l so st ru ck som e
language dealing with a program or the establishing of a
program to assist in in terstate, intrastate and foreign
marketing. We felt as a committee that we did n ot want t o
t read on t h e p r o g r ams and the initiatives that our checkoff
programs a re n ow u n d e r t a k i n g and so w e de c id e d t o s tr i k e
that language as well. So, with that, Mr. President, I
would m ov e f or t he ad v a n c e . . . or t he adoption of the
committee amendments at this time.

SENATOR CARSTEN: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: I wi l l spe a k o n t he bi l l .
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